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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

June is always such a lovely month, the warmer weather, longer 
hours of daylight and a freshness of colour and vibrancy in the air 
makes it feel like a hopeful month. Pentecost too is a season in the 
church which has an air of hope attached to it. For many years 
within the Methodist Church it was one of the festivals that 
appeared to get overlooked.

 As I child I remember Christmas and Easter but not much of 
anything else punctuating the liturgical year. Pentecost is often 
thought of as the “birthday” of the church. Birthdays can of course 
be mixed blessings, some of us love to celebrate them and others 
prefer to keep them concealed, playing them down or even ignoring 
them altogether. It would be a shame if we ignored the season of 
Pentecost in the same way. It is bright, full of colour, joyous, full of 
excitement, if not tinged with a little bit of uncertainty or even fear 
as the “what happens next” begins to slowly sink in. The story goes 
that all the Disciples were gathered in one place when the Holy 
Spirit descended upon them, as if like tongues of fire resting on 
their heads. A mighty wind swept through the space and those 
gathered were filled with God’s Holy Spirit. The imagery is powerful. 
Perhaps it is not language we would use today but the founder of 
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Methodism John Wesley described his encounter with God’s Spirit 
as that of having his heart strangely warmed. 

I have, over the course of my 56 years, been in gatherings where it 
has felt like God’s presence has been sweeping through the 
venue. I have had that experience of God’s presence being like 
having your heart strangely warmed as I have quietly 
contemplated upon God’s word. Experiences like this are 
transformational and stay with us, memories that we can revisit 
when perhaps life is a bit of a struggle. God will find a way that is 
unique to each and every one of us, if and when we are open to 
receive. 

I believe we don’t speak often enough about our encounters with 
God. I wonder why? Is it because we fear we will not be believed, 
thought of as strange or because we even consider that these 
kinds of encounters are for the few? I believe that God wants to 
bless all of us with an overwhelming sense of presence; it might 
just be that we have not recognised it in our lives. Talking, as they 
say, helps each of us to understand. There is no one set formula, 
all we need to be is open to the opportunity. So as Pentecost 
(June 5th) approaches and we remember those Disciples so long 
ago becoming empowered by God’s Holy Spirit, may we be open 
to receive in whatever way God sees fit. Until next month,  

God Bless, Tanya 

A NEW VENTURE 
'Come & ReFRESH’ Mondays 9.30-12.30 
Natter Cafe.  
Light bites, good coffee and teas & friendly conversation. 
All are welcome! 
Moortown Methodist Church Centre 
Alderton Rise, Leeds, LS17 5LH. 
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WORSHIP IN MAY 
Lidgett Park (also on zoom): 
  1  May 10.30 Mrs Janice Green 
  8  May  10.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
15  May 10.30 Revd Becky Stennett
22  May 10.30 Revd Tanya Short  General Church  
       Meeting 
29  May 10.30 Revd Phil Chilvers 
  18.30 Revd Tanya Short  Ecumenical Service 
  
Shadwell: 
  1  May 9.30 Mr David Laycock    
  8  May  9.30 Mr Ted Britton  
15  May  9.30 Dr Stanley Pearson 
22  May 9.30 Local Arrangement 
29  May 9.30 Revd Tanya Short   Holy Communion 
   

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING MAY 22 

This is being held on Sunday May 22nd as part of our morning 
Service. Our Annual Church Meeting is a chance to review what 
has been happening over this last year and discuss what we would 
like to do over the following year.  

Please would groups and committees submit a short report to Stan 
Pearson by May 11th. These reports can then be collated for the 
meeting. Time is tight so this deadline must be adhered to. 

We will also have the chance to choose a new Church Project to 
run from September 1st. Anyone can suggest an idea for the 
project. Please let Stan Pearson have an outline by May 11th. At 
the meeting there will be the opportunity to provide more detailed 
information as a presentation, possibly with an accompanying 
PowerPoint or video.  
Sue Wittrick
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches, 
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s 

What does the Lord require of you?   To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.                     
                                Micah 6 verse 8

This is God’s world and we will serve him in it. 

Loving Father, open our hearts and unblock our ears to hear the 
voices of the poor and share their struggle.
Stir up within us a hunger and thirst for justice and help us to 
work together to build a fairer world, granting us wisdom to 
choose ways of living which are good for the climate and the 
needs of future generations.  
 
May we not keep our blessings,
but give them away.
So that others might learn new dance steps
So children might be fed, 
So bridges might be built
And so grace may flow to all in your world.
 
May God continue to bless us with strength to seek justice, 
wisdom to care for the earth and love to bring forth new life. 
Amen.

"We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we 
give."      Winston Churchill 
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SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
It’s good to be able to restart the Saturday coffee mornings and to 
see how much they are appreciated. 
We are aware that the prices for tea, coffee and and a biscuit 
haven’t been increased for some time. Apart from the social side of 
meeting, it was intended that the coffee mornings should also 
contribute to project funds. 
We are also aware that many people will struggle with the 
increasing cost of fuel and food. A compromise seems to be to 
request donations rather than a set price but to suggest a minimum 
of the current price (£1.50 for filter coffee and £1.20 for tea and 
instant coffee, both including biscuits). 
Any donations above the basic price will be gratefully received. 
Many thanks for your support. 

Liz Pearson & the refreshment team. 

APRIL COFFEE MORNING 
We are delighted that last Saturday’s Coffee Morning and Bacon 
Butty Bonanza raised £370 for Project funds. Special thanks to all 
the helpers on the morning - those making and serving coffee, 
running the bookstall and the Fairtrade stall – together with all the 
bakers who continue to delight us with a wonderful range of home 
baking each month and to Haydn Dalton for his offer of providing 
Bacon Butties and spending a couple of hot hours in the kitchen 
cooking them!  Thanks also to Christine Firth for producing and 
selling the mugs filled with Easter goodies.  A real community 
effort.  Last, but not least, thank you to all our customers who enjoy 
meeting up with friends once a month and help us continue to 
support the Project.  

FROM SHADWELL CAFÉ: 
This is a reminder that Shadwell Methodist Church will be providing 
its usual selection of delicious cakes, scones on the second Tuesday 
and the fourth Saturday in the month at 10.00 to avoid a clash with 
the Lidgett coffee morning. We hope you will try and support both. 
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LIDGETT PARK TODDLER GROUP 

Lidgett Park Toddler group is a small, very friendly group that meet every 
Thursday between 10.00 and 11.30 pm during term time, providing play, 
activities and friendship. We meet in the Youth hall and meet Covid 
restrictions. The cost is £3 per family group of no more than two children 
per family. We cater for mums, dads, carers and grandparents who may 
be providing child care. 

We provide unlimited amounts of tea, coffee, juice, biscuits and chat. 
Contact Jan Sanders for further information, 
janetsanders2014@outlook.com 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO JOIN US. 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 

Meeting on Fridays once a month at 10.30 am in the Community 
Hall.   Refreshments and good company provided, donations 
welcomed. 

On Friday 20th May at 10.30 am we will be having a Coffee 
Morning in the Community Hall.  OPEN to All, there will be stalls 
and refreshments.  There is no charge for entry but donations for 
the Church Project would be much appreciated. 
 
A request - would anyone be prepared to bring along plants 
(outdoor or indoor) to sell.  You may have grown them yourselves 
or acquired them some other way.  They should be reasonably 
priced, please. Margaret Summerwill usually grows plenty but, due 
to not knowing if we were having this sale at all (due to Covid), she 
hasn't been able to plant a sufficient number to stock a stall, so has 
suggested this alternative method of doing things.  Please help if 
you are able to. 

Do come along and support us and the Church Project. 
Lynne and Anne 
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FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE LINK MAGAZINE 
  
We need to make a number of changes to the way in which we 
produce and distribute the Link magazine. Over the last couple of 
years, since the beginning of the Covid pandemic, we have 
distributed it mainly by email with an additional 30 plus copies 
being sent out either by post or hand delivery to people who 
preferred not to read it online. 
  
For the future, bearing in mind the straightened financial 
circumstances of the Church: 
       
• The Link will be delivered free by email to everybody who 

currently receives it.  
• For those who would like to have a paper copy there will have 

to be a charge and this will be £10 a year which should be paid 
in advance    

• We will only post out or hand deliver copies to those who are 
house bound. Other Church members wishing to have paper 
copies will have them put in the pigeonholes at church with 
their name on them. 

  
Stanley Pearson Editor 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 
The annual service was held at St Andrew’s church on the 
evening of Friday March 4th. I am enormously grateful to Lidgett 
members who took part as readers and singers and for David’s 
expertise in the music. Also to those who attended as members of 
the congregation. Numbers were probably a little down but a 
respectable turnout even so. I hope and expect that next year 
we’ll be back in Lidgett , for a service prepared by women from 
Taiwan on the theme of “I have heard about your faith” 

Pat Nolan
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UPDATE FROM THE COVID TEAM 
  
Sanitizers will remain in place and all are encouraged to continue 
to use them and to continue with good hand hygiene. 

Ventilation is still a priority and doors and windows remain open. 
The wearing of masks is now a personal choice. 

We ask that if people are unwell they stay at home and keep 
themselves and others well and safe. 

We will keep the seating in the church the same that in the central 
body of the church people can sit where they want and who they 
wish to sit with but the side aisles will remain socially distanced 
with the flowers still present so there is personal choice. 
  
The timing of the service can return to the normal length. 

All guidelines are responsive to the current situation and 
government regulations, and the Covid team will be meeting again 
in June to review things 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
 
This year Christian Aid Week is from 15th- 21st May. As a Church 
we have not been involved in the house-to-house collection in the 
last 2 years. It has got more difficult to find people able to deliver 
and collect the envelopes and it has been decided that we do not 
have enough collectors to be involved this year. 
 
Envelopes will however be available at Church for those who 
would like to donate in this way. Alternatively some people may 
prefer to donate online. 

Sue Wittrick
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Lidgett Park Drama 
Group 

presents 
‘Once more with Feeling!’

(a café-style entertainment) 
 

on Thursday and Friday 
9/10 June 2022 at 7.30pm 

Tickets £7 – 267 8506 
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SUFFERING – A MEDITATION 
  
Suffering in one of its many forms – pain of the body, anguish of 
the mind, or darkness of the soul, presents a problem to the 
mind, and an experience of sadness and loneliness to the heart. 
We read about millions of homeless and starving people as a 
result of needless famine and war. But until we ourselves have 
experienced suffering, it is likely that these things do not 
penetrate our being very deeply. When personal suffering 
occurs, a person very often feels alone, cut off from a living 
stream  of life and energy, carrying a burden which no one else 
can take over or share. 
  
This experience results in different reactions. Some people 
become resentful, some experience depression, some feel 
helpless, some are given to self pity. All hope for a better future is 
lost. 
  
Dr George Matheson (1842 – 1906), a Scottish divine, at the 
young age of 17 became a victim of blindness. However, this did 
not lead him into anger, despair or self pity. Instead he fell back 
on his deep and experienced faith in the power of Love as shown 
in the life and teaching of Jesus. This approach was confirmed in 
the following hymn that he wrote. A hymn which has given 
comfort and hope to countless thousands of people as they have 
worked their way through sorrow, despair and suffering. 
  

O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee: 
I give thee back the life I owe, 

That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

  
O Light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to Thee: 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine's blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 



11

  
O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to Thee: 
I trace the rainbow through the rain 

And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 

  
To conclude with some words of Mother Theresa :-  'Joy is prayer 
– Joy is strength – Joy is love....A joyful heart is the normal result 
of a heart burning with love'. 
  
  Gerry Leake 

LIFE ON THE BREADLINE 
  
I think now more than ever we see in our daily living how poverty 
is an outrage against humanity.  It robs people of dignity, freedom 
and hope, of power over their own lives.  As Christians how do 
we put gospel values of justice and compassion into practice? 

With all that is in the news regarding prices rising, unemployment 
rising, the ever-rising need on foodbanks to survive,  I invite you 
to come along to our topical Bible study on ‘Life on the Breadline’. 

This Bible study has been developed from the 3 years of Life on 
the Breadline research engaging with Church leaders, Christians, 
and community groups across the UK. 

The course has 6 sessions and follows the same format which is 
planned to take an hour – combining prayer, a short video, a 
Bible passage, guided reflections, discussion questions, and 
take-away actions.  

WEDNESDAYS 10.00-11.00am at Lidgett Park Methodist 
Church in the Vestry 
Dates - 4th May, 11th May, 25th May, 1st June, 15th June and 
22nd June. 
Tanya
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MANO RAJAH ( Dr S M Manohitharajah) 21.3.1932- 3.3.2022 

Mano was born in Kalavanchikudi, a small 
village in the North East of Sri Lanka. From 
very humble beginnings he gained entry to 
medical school and subsequently began a very 
successful career in medicine in his beloved 
Leeds. He worked at Seacroft and Killingbeck 
hospitals as a consultant haematologist, now 
sadly no more. 

He was a late convert to Christianity after 
many prayers from his beloved late wife Irene. He faithfully 
attended church at Lidgett Park every Sunday despite his 
increasing disability. He was quietly supportive of many good 
causes including working with his branch of the Rotary club to 
build a school in his home village after the 2004 tsunami 
destroyed existing schools. 

He made his final move to Sri Lanka in 2020 
just before the pandemic struck. It was his 
desire to die in his homeland but leaving his 
beloved home Tudor House and his Yorkshire 
friends was a huge wrench after 50 years in 
the UK. 

He is survived by his children John and 
Christine and his 6 grandchildren. We are 
comforted in knowing he will be reunited with 
his beloved Irene and his late son David.“I lift up my eyes to the 
mountains— where does my help come from? My help comes 
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalms 121:1-2 
NIV 
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THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 
  
My recent article on the Codex Sinaiticus has led a few people ask 
if I would also write about the Dead Sea Scrolls because, like the 
Codex, they have been discovered in modern times and have 
similarly advanced our understanding of the history of biblical texts. 
The Codex Sinaiticus is a complete Christian bible, but its greatest 
impact has been on our understanding of the evolution and textual 
history of the New Testament, for reasons that I explained back in 
March. The Dead Sea Scrolls, by contrast, are important for the 
study of the Hebrew Scriptures, our Old Testament, and what we 
know as the Old Testament Apocrypha, found in bibles of the 
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox tradition, but which was a 
collection of texts initially not carried over into the Protestant biblical 
tradition  — clearly a topic that would be worth writing about on 
another occasion! 
  
It was in late 1946 or early 1947 that a Bedouin shepherd came 
across a large collection of rolled up scrolls in the Qumran caves, 
close to the north shore of the Dead Sea. Their importance was 
quickly recognised and extensive searches were made, leading to 
the discovery of many thousands of fragments and some texts that 
are complete or nearly so, variously in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek and 
Nabataean. Although they have survived by being in a very dry 
climate and away from the sun, they are exceedingly fragile. A great 
deal of work remains to be done on them, not least in identifying 
what works the fragments are from and in safely unrolling and 
reading those that still exist as scrolls. However, it is now clear that 
the manuscripts — a few written on papyrus, but most on 
parchment — are a collection over a wide expanse of time: from the 
third century BCE to the first century CE.  
  
About 40% are copies of books from the Hebrew Bible (our Old 
Testament). Before this discovery, the oldest surviving Hebrew-
language Scriptures were from the tenth century CE, such as the 
Aleppo Bible. But the Dead Sea Scrolls are a thousand years 
earlier. Interestingly, the Scrolls have shown that these texts have 
remained very stable over a long period: they do not show evidence 
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of textual change that might have been expected. Rather, they 
witness to an extraordinarily persistent tradition of very careful 
copying, placing the preservation of holy texts  in an altogether 
different league from the copying of other material. 
  
A further 30% of the texts are works from the Second Temple 
period (516 BCE to 70 CE) which did not finally make it into the 
approved collection of Hebrew Scriptures. These include the Book 
of Tobit and Ecclesiasticus or the Wisdom of Sirach, books that 
remain in the Christian Old Testament Apocrypha. 
  
The remaining 30% are previously unknown texts which were 
evidently for the use of a sect which had developed from within 
Judaism, and which had similarities in some of its thinking with 
aspects of Christian teaching, itself, of course, coming out of 
Judaism.  This community seems to have held possessions in 
common and to have lived together according to a rule. Most 
scholars identify them with the Essenes, who are alluded to in a 
number of texts from around the time of Christ. 
  
Almost everything found is held by Israel, since 1965 in the 
specially constructed Shrine of the Book, which also houses the 
Aleppo Bible and other early manuscripts. It is here that the 
painstaking research is carried out and the Scrolls are displayed in 
rotation. 
Joyce Hill 

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

We would like to thank you all for your kind words of 
congratulations and cards received last weekend on our 
Golden Wedding.  Many thanks especially to Margaret Lee for 
her stunning display of flowers which so enhanced the church 
on Sunday.  

Margaret & Dave Farrar. 
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SHADWELL METHODISt CHURCH  
Spring arrived for Easter, but 
who knows whether it will still be 
with us by the time you read 
this. I hope you saw the Flower 

Cross outside church, brightening up the day.  

Our Café 
Morning 
before 
Easter included a variety of Easter 
treats, especially enjoyed by the 
children. 

 Over the past two months our Café mornings have raised over £350 for the DEC 
Ukraine appeal. There will be a Cafe again on Tuesday 10th May, and Coffee and 
Cakes on Saturday 28th May, both from 10am. Hope to see you then, as these 
usually turn out be very sociable occasions. 

PROJECT NEWS. MAY 2022. 

As I have mentioned previously, the Project Group are offering a 
Platinum Platter following on from the Coffee Morning on Saturday 
June 4th – the Queen’s Jubilee Weekend. This will be served from 
12 noon and will be available by ticket only for a minimum donation 
of £6 per person. You can buy tickets at the Saturday Coffee 
Morning on May 7th or anytime after that from myself or Pat 
Brooke. Tickets have to be paid for on purchase, please. 
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The lunch will consist of quiche, ham and salad followed by a 
“patriotic pudding”  - sponge cake decorated with red and blue 
fruits, laid on top of fresh cream. Drinks are also included and we 
promise appropriately decorated surroundings! We do have to limit 
numbers so please ensure you grab a ticket as soon as you can! 

It has been good to see so many people returning to the Coffee 
Mornings. From May 7th, the Cake and Fairtrade stalls will once 
again be in the Youth Hall – along the top of the hall. Books will still 
be situated in the foyer/lounge area since it is much easier for 
those who are selling the books to access the cupboards where 
the books are stored. Coffee will served as currently – made in the 
Youth Kitchen and brought to your table. We are thus hoping that 
the whole morning becomes more cohesive but without becoming 
as crammed as pre-pandemic. If you have any comments to make 
about this new lay-out, please let one of the committee know – we 
welcome your views. 

Having raised funds towards a new dishwasher in the kitchen, I am 
pleased to tell you that this is now in hand and we look forward to 
being able to revert back to china mugs and plates, knowing that 
they can be cleaned to a safe and hygienic standard, especially 
important in these post-pandemic days 

Our committee has not yet been able to book any future concerts 
or other events but we will be looking to offer some during the 
autumn and winter which we hope will help to raise further funds 
and bring people back together again. In the meantime, our thanks 
again for continuing to support the Project and we look forward to 
seeing you all at the next two Coffee Mornings.   

Margaret Farrar (On behalf of the Project Group). 
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